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village temple and heard the high drone of the
pupils led on by the higher pitch of the teacher as
they sang on in that eternal chorus:

"When man begins, all good by nature, nature always near,
Practice always far. If without teaching, nature will change.
Teaching with doctrine, man always right. Former Mencius

living,
Select neighbors living." *

It may be here remarked that the method of
teaching this classic was the method of the whip.
Giao jwh ien sz-dz-go (teach not severe, teacher
wrongs). The ancient idea of teaching was to
thresh it in. If a character was forgotten the rod
was applied. This was indorsed by the maxim
above quoted, which more liberally rendered is:
"If the teaching is not severe, the teacher's in-
ability is seen,' 9 It was only by this heroic method
that the Chinese boys could be made to absorb
wisdom.

Tes, it was a hodgepodge compared to the
Ocean-men's easy method, but it gave something
that the Ocean-men could not find in the pliancy
of their alphabet, It gave that touch of mystery
to letters that led the true scholar into the deep-
est recesses of that far-away philosophy of con-

1This is a literal translation of the first words of the three-
syllable classic, which, fully expressed, would be something like:

Men, one and all, in infancy are virtuous at heart.
Their moral tendencies the same, their practices far apart,
etc., etc.
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